
Unemployment rate at 8.0 percent in April

Unemployment Rates, Alaska and U.S.
January 2001 to April 2009

Alaska Nonfarm Payroll Employment1

1 Not seasonally adjusted
2 Private education only
3 Government includes public schools, the University of Alaska and federally recognized tribal entities.

Preliminary Revised Revised     Changes from
4/09 3/09 4/08 3/09 4/08

Total Nonfarm Employment 313,900 310,300 312,900 3,600 1,000
Natural Resources and Mining 15,400 15,400 14,800 0 600
     Oil and Gas 13,000 13,000 12,400 0 600
Construction 14,900 14,300 15,700 600 -800
Manufacturing 10,100 11,600 10,600 -1,500 -500
     Seafood Processing 6,400 8,200 6,800 -1,800 -400
Trade, Transportation and Utilities 62,000 61,600 62,500 400 -500
     Retail Trade 35,000 34,800 35,300 200 -300
Information 7,000 7,100 6,900 -100 100
Financial Activities 14,500 14,400 14,600 100 -100
Professional and Business Services 25,500 24,600 25,400 900 100
Educational 2 and Health Services 38,600 38,200 37,500 400 1,100
     Health Care 27,700 27,500 27,000 200 700
Leisure and Hospitality 28,800 27,900 28,900 900 -100
     Accommodations 6,700 6,400 6,700 300 0
     Food Svcs. and Drinking Places 18,100 17,500 18,300 600 -200
Other Services 11,300 11,200 11,400 100 -100
Government 3 85,800 84,000 84,600 1,800 1,200

Sources for graph and tables: Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, 
Research and Analysis Section; and U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

Unemployment Rates, Seasonally Adjusted

4/09 3/09 4/08
Alaska 8.0% 8.4% 6.6%
U.S. 8.9% 8.5% 5.0%

Alaska’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate 
fell four-tenths of a percentage point in April to 8.0 
percent, according to the Alaska Department of La-
bor and Workforce Development. March’s rate was 
revised down one-tenth of a percentage point to 8.4 
percent.

Regular claims for unemployment insurance (ex-
cluding special programs in place to extend unem-
ployment benefi ts) fell from 98,788 in March to 
80,424 in April. The decline was a typical seasonal 
drop, although claims are well above recent years’ 
levels. 

The U.S. unemployment rate rose four-tenths of a 
percentage point in April to 8.9 percent and payroll 
employment continued to fall. Since the recession 
began in December 2007, the nation’s total job 
count has fallen by 5.7 million jobs.

The state added 3,600 jobs from March to April 
as seasonal hiring accelerated in construction and 
tourist-related industries. The April increase was 
smaller than in recent years and over-the-year 
growth in payroll jobs has slowed to 0.3 percent af-
ter averaging 1.4 percent in 2008.

Through March, the only other states besides Alaska 
still showing over-the-year job growth were Loui-
sana and North Dakota (employment was also up in 
the District of Columbia).

Alaska industries with signifi cant over-the-year 
growth in April were oil and gas, which was up 600 
jobs, and health care, which was up 700. 

Jobs in construction were down 800 over the year. 
Seafood processing, retail trade, fi nancial activities, 
and food services and drinking places were down by 
smaller margins.
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ill continue to be published for the old areas.
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