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Unemployment rate at 6.1 percent in July

Unemployment Rates, Alaska and U.S.
January 2001 to July 2007

Alaska Nonfarm Payroll Employment1

1 Not seasonally adjusted
2 Private education only
3 Government includes public schools, the University of Alaska and federally recognized tribal entities.

Contact: Dan Robinson, Economist (907) 465-6036
Research and Analysis’ Web site: almis.labor.state.ak.us

Preliminary Revised Revised     Changes from
7/07 6/07 7/06 6/07 7/06

Total Nonfarm Employment 341,500 335,600 337,600 5,900 3,900
Natural Resources and Mining 13,900 13,700 12,900 200 1,000
     Oil and Gas 11,400 11,200 10,400 200 1,000
Construction 21,500 20,700 21,400 800 100
Manufacturing 22,200 16,400 22,300 5,800 -100
     Seafood Processing 18,100 12,300 18,200 5,800 -100
Trade, Transportation and Utilities 69,700 68,800 68,900 900 800
     Retail Trade 38,100 37,900 37,600 200 500
Information 7,000 7,000 7,000 0 0
Financial Activities 15,300 15,300 15,400 0 -100
Professional and Business Services 27,000 27,000 25,900 0 1,100
Educational 2 and Health Services 37,700 37,900 37,200 -200 500
     Health Care 27,100 27,100 26,900 0 200
Leisure and Hospitality 39,600 38,500 38,700 1,100 900
     Accommodations 11,600 10,900 11,700 700 -100
     Food Svcs. and Drinking Places 22,600 22,300 21,700 300 900
Other Services 11,600 11,600 11,500 0 100
Government 3 76,000 78,700 76,400 -2,700 -400

Sources for graph and tables: Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, 
Research and Analysis Section; and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

Unemployment Rates, Seasonally Adjusted
July 2007: Alaska   6.1% U.S.   4.6%

June 2007: Alaska   5.9% U.S.   4.5%
July 2006: Alaska   6.6% U.S.   4.8%

Alaska’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate 
rose two-tenths of a percentage point in July to 6.1 
percent, according to the Alaska Department of La-
bor and Workforce Development. The comparable 
national rate rose one-tenth of a percentage point to 
4.6 percent.

The state’s unemployment rate has hovered around 6 
percent since February, which is down from 2006’s 
average rate of 6.7 percent. The state has seen mod-
est employment growth over the year, but a larger 
percentage decline in unemployment.

The Bristol Bay Borough had the state’s lowest July 
unemployment rate at 1.5 percent (rates for bor-
oughs and census areas aren’t seasonally adjusted). 
The Wade Hampton Census Area had the highest at 
24.5 percent. Unemployment rates throughout the 
state were generally lower in July than in July 2006.

Payroll employment rose by 5,900 in July, led by a 
large seasonal increase in seafood processing. July is 
typically the busiest season of the year for process-
ing the state’s huge salmon harvest. 

Over-the-year employment growth of 1.2 percent is 
similar to what estimates have shown throughout the 
fi rst half of 2007. Barring some unforeseen shock to 
the economy, 2007 looks to be the 20th consecutive 
year of employment growth for the state.

According to Dan Robinson, a Department of Labor 
economist, July’s unemployment rate and payroll 
employment estimates indicate that the state’s labor 
market is generally favorable for job seekers.

“Alaska continues to generate modest job growth 
and the number of unemployed people is falling. 
Overall, the demand for workers appears to have 
grown a little faster than the supply in 2007,” Robin-
son said.  
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