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Unemployment rate falls to 5.9 percent in March

Alaska’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate 
fell two-tenths of a percentage point in March to 
5.9 percent, according to the Alaska Department 
of Labor and Workforce Development. 

After hovering between 6.5 percent and 7 per-
cent during 2006, the rate has fallen every month 
so far in 2007. The 5.9 percent rate is the lowest 
since September 1999, although the error range 
for the March number is plus or minus eight-
tenths of a percentage point. 

The Aleutians West Census Area had the state’s 
lowest unemployment rate in March at 3.2 per-
cent and the Wade Hampton Census Area had the 
highest at 19.9 percent (rates for boroughs and 
census areas are not seasonally adjusted).

Nonfarm payroll employment rose by 3,400 in 
March, led by seasonal hires in construction, 
trade and transportation, leisure and hospitality, 
and government.

Over the year, payroll employment was up 4,100 
jobs. Oil and gas employment rose by 1,600, a 
17 percent jump. Leisure and hospitality jobs in-
creased by 800 and trade, transportation and utili-
ties rose by 700. Construction employment was 
down 400 over the year and seafood processing 
was down 200.

Unemployment Rates, Alaska and U.S.
January 2001 to March 2007

Alaska Nonfarm Payroll Employment1

1 Not seasonally adjusted
2 Private education only
3 Government includes public schools, the University of Alaska and federally recognized tribal entities.

Contact:  Dan Robinson, Economist   (907) 465-6036
Research and Analysis Web site: almis.labor.state.ak.us

Seasonal Adjustment

Preliminary Revised Revised     Changes from
3/07 2/07 3/06 2/07 3/06

Total Nonfarm Employment 306,400 303,000 302,300 3,400 4,100
Natural Resources and Mining 13,300 13,200 11,500 100 1,800
     Oil and Gas 11,000 10,900 9,400 100 1,600
Construction 14,900 14,300 15,300 600 -400
Manufacturing 12,300 12,000 12,500 300 -200
     Seafood Processing 8,700 8,500 8,900 200 -200
Trade, Transportation and Utilities 60,700 59,800 60,000 900 700
     Retail Trade 34,200 33,900 34,000 300 200
Information 7,000 6,900 7,000 100 0
Financial Activities 14,600 14,500 14,600 100 0
Professional and Business Services 23,800 23,600 23,200 200 600
Educational 2 and Health Services 37,400 37,500 37,000 -100 400
     Health Care 26,700 26,700 26,300 0 400
Leisure and Hospitality 28,000 27,400 27,200 600 800
     Accommodations 6,400 6,100 6,100 300 300
     Food Svcs. and Drinking Places 17,700 17,400 17,300 300 400
Other Services 11,300 11,300 11,200 0 100
Government 3 83,100 82,500 82,800 600 300
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Seasonal adjustment is a statistical technique 
that eliminates the infl uences of seasonal weath-
er changes, holidays, the opening and closing 
of schools, and other recurring seasonal events 
from economic time series such as unemploy-
ment rates. Eliminating seasonal fl uctuations 
makes it easier to compare data from month to 
month and identify changes in trends. Sources for graph and tables: Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, 

Research and Analysis Section; and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

Unemployment Rates, Seasonally Adjusted
March 2007: Alaska   5.9% U.S.   4.4%

February 2007: Alaska   6.1% U.S.   4.5%
March 2006: Alaska   6.8% U.S.   4.7%
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