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Alaska’s total wages up 0.6 percent in first quarter 2017 from prior year

JUNEAU, Alaska—Newly released data for the first quarter of 2017 show small increases in total wages in
most sectors of Alaska’s economy. Wages increased by $25 million overall, or 0.6 percent, compared to the same
period in 2016.

The wage growth is noteworthy because total wages had declined for the previous four quarters. Wages are not
adjusted for inflation.

Private sector wages grew by 0.4 percent overall. Wages in oil and gas were down by 14.0 percent and construc-
tion wages fell 10.8 percent. Health care wage growth remains strong, up 11.4 percent, and wages in transporta-
tion and warehousing grew by 4.9 percent.

Federal government wages were up by 1.5 percent and wages for local government, which includes public
schools and tribal government, grew 4.4 percent. State government wages fell by 3.5 percent.

Wages increased in 22 of 29 boroughs and census areas. Wages in Anchorage increased by 0.4 percent, in Fair-
banks by 3.3 percent, and in Juneau by 0.6 percent. Seafood processing drove wage increases in the Aleutians
East (13.4 percent) and Lake and Peninsula (20.8 percent) boroughs. Bethel’s 9.5 percent wage increase was
mainly due to growth in health care and local government.

While most areas’ wages grew moderately over the year, wages in the North Slope Borough fell by 9.8 percent,

propelled by reduced employment in the oil and gas industry. Losses in mining and construction contributed to
wage losses of 2.7 percent in the Southeast Fairbanks Census Area.

Research and Analysis Web site: laborstats.alaska.gov
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For more on specific industries, boroughs or census areas, visit live.laborstats.alaska.gov/gcew/.



Alaska Wages by Industry

Total 2016 Total 2017 Percent
Industry Q1 wages Q1 wages Change Change
Total, All Industries $4,238,227,006 $4,263,140,405 $24,913,399 0.6%
Total Private $3,148,848,654 $3,162,185,807 $13,337,153 0.4%
Natural Resources and Mining $563,516,403 $498,028,365 -$65,488,038 -11.6%
Oil and Gas Industry $475,256,360 $408,617,344 -$66,639,016 -14.0%
Construction $247,995,468 $221,222,527 -$26,772,941 -10.8%
Manufacturing $148,654,031 $148,689,225 $35,194 0.0%
Seafood Product Manufacturing $95,292,142 $98,874,394 $3,582,252 3.8%
Trade, Transportation, and Utilities $690,809,505 $716,972,858 $26,163,353 3.8%
Wholesale Trade $87,039,051 $87,860,895 $821,844 0.9%
Retail Trade $265,947,290 $273,811,300 $7,864,010 3.0%
Transportation and Warehousing $295,094,924 $309,596,327 $14,501,403 4.9%
Utilities $42,728,239 $45,704,337 $2,976,098 7.0%
Information $94,993,472 $95,140,482 $147,010 0.2%
Financial Activities $184,411,597 $187,885,277 $3,473,680 1.9%
Professional and Business Services $414,855,564 $421,701,752 $6,846,188 1.7%
Education and Health Services $544,867,507 $602,193,803 $57,326,296 10.5%
Health Care $461,636,783 $514,280,304 $52,643,521 11.4%
Leisure and Hospitality $162,347,226 $167,154,916 $4,807,690 3.0%
Accommodation $41,563,204 $44,283,307 $2,720,103 6.5%
Food Services/Drinking Places $102,065,254 $102,985,667 $920,413 0.9%
Other Services $92,351,864 $96,606,860 $4,254,996 4.6%
Total Government $1,089,378,353 $1,100,954,599 $11,576,246 1.1%
Federal Government $293,415,040 $297,790,797 $4,375,757 1.5%
State Government $347,785,002 $335,442,578 -$12,342,424 -3.5%
Local Government $448,178,311 $467,721,224 $19,542,913 4.4%
Alaska Wages by Area
Total 2016 Total 2017 Percent
Area Q1 wages Q1 wages Change Change
Statewide $4,238,227,006 $4,263,140,405 $24,913,399 0.6%
Aleutians East Borough $32,969,497 $37,397,067 $4,427,570 13.4%
Aleutians West Census Area $62,195,655 $62,150,473 -$45,182 -0.1%
Anchorage Municipality $2,090,062,412 $2,098,982,757 $8,920,345 0.4%
Bethel Census Area $65,102,658 $71,267,245 $6,164,587 9.5%
Bristol Bay Borough $6,623,158 $6,293,638 -$329,520 -5.0%
Denali Borough $13,899,460 $15,008,253 $1,108,793 8.0%
Dillingham Census Area $23,955,220 $24,974,240 $1,019,020 4.3%
Fairbanks North Star Borough $432,819,130 $447,141,874 $14,322,744 3.3%
Haines Borough $6,949,566 $7,253,453 $303,887 4.4%
Hoonah-Angoon Census Area $4,992,272 $4,814,815 -$177,457 -3.6%
Juneau, City and Borough $215,119,589 $216,489,089 $1,369,500 0.6%
Kenai Peninsula Borough $215,660,597 $219,913,885 $4,253,288 2.0%
Ketchikan Gateway Borough $72,235,330 $74,679,325 $2,443,995 3.4%
Kodiak Island Borough $61,148,138 $65,413,657 $4,265,519 7.0%
Kusilvak Census Area $14,356,181 $14,844,157 $487,976 3.4%
Lake and Peninsula Borough $4,718,639 $5,699,570 $980,931 20.8%
Matanuska-Susitna Borough $216,144,629 $221,185,188 $5,040,559 2.3%
Nome Census Area $41,617,606 $44,026,939 $2,409,333 5.8%
North Slope Borough $388,053,052 $350,021,109 -$38,031,943 -9.8%
Northwest Arctic Borough $45,423,217 $48,366,674 $2,943,457 6.5%
Petersburg Borough $11,035,817 $10,891,667 -$144,150 -1.3%
Prince of Wales-Hyder Census Area $17,494,390 $17,959,272 $464,882 2.7%
Sitka, City and Borough $40,032,215 $39,945,475 -$86,740 -0.2%
Skagway Municipality $5,073,011 $5,153,870 $80,859 1.6%
Southeast Fairbanks Census Area $39,629,151 $38,560,544 -$1,068,607 -2.7%
Valdez-Cordova Census Area $57,565,631 $59,287,554 $1,721,923 3.0%
Wrangell, City and Borough $6,678,284 $6,851,020 $172,736 2.6%
Yakutat, City and Borough $2,163,304 $2,227,692 $64,388 3.0%
Yukon-Koyukuk Census Area $18,104,240 $18,482,848 $378,608 2.1%

Source: Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Research and Analysis Section, Quarterly Census of Employ-
ment and Wages 20f2



