
Unemployment rate at 7.3 percent in November

Unemployment Rates, Alaska and U.S.
January 2001 to November 2008

Alaska Nonfarm Payroll Employment1

1 Not seasonally adjusted
2 Private education only
3 Government includes public schools, the University of Alaska and federally recognized tribal entities.

Contact: Dan Robinson, Economist (907) 465-6036
Research and Analysis’ Web site: laborstats.alaska.gov

Preliminary Revised Revised     Changes from
11/08 10/08 11/07 10/08 11/07

Total Nonfarm Employment 310,700 317,700 307,400 -7,000 3,300
Natural Resources and Mining 15,500 15,400 14,400 100 1,100
     Oil and Gas 13,000 13,000 11,800 0 1,200
Construction 16,200 18,600 16,400 -2,400 -200
Manufacturing 8,900 11,000 9,000 -2,100 -100
     Seafood Processing 5,000 6,800 5,100 -1,800 -100
Trade, Transportation and Utilities 62,800 62,900 62,200 -100 600
     Retail Trade 36,000 35,800 35,900 200 100
Information 6,900 7,000 6,900 -100 0
Financial Activities 14,400 14,700 14,700 -300 -300
Professional and Business Services 24,900 25,500 24,200 -600 700
Educational 2 and Health Services 37,200 37,200 36,500 0 700
     Health Care 27,100 27,100 26,600 0 500
Leisure and Hospitality 28,300 29,300 28,400 -1,000 -100
     Accommodations 6,200 6,700 6,300 -500 -100
     Food Svcs. and Drinking Places 18,300 18,500 18,400 -200 -100
Other Services 11,600 11,800 11,400 -200 200
Government 3 84,000 84,300 83,300 -300 700

Sources for graph and tables: Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, 
Research and Analysis Section; and U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

Unemployment Rates, Seasonally Adjusted

11/08 10/08 11/07
Alaska 7.3% 7.2% 6.3%
U.S. 6.7% 6.5% 4.7%

Alaska’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate 
rose one-tenth of a percentage point in November to 
7.3 percent, according to the Alaska Department of 
Labor and Workforce Development. October’s rate 
was revised down two-tenths of a percentage point 
to 7.2 percent.

The November increase is not big enough to be sta-
tistically signifi cant in itself, but it’s still revealing. 
After an unexpectedly large increase in October’s 
unemployment rate, it wasn’t clear whether the jump 
signaled a change in trend, or whether the increase 
was just a temporary spike caused by volatility in 
the survey that helps generate the rates.

The second straight month of rates above 7 percent 
makes it more likely that unemployment is on the 
rise. November claims for unemployment insurance 
were about 10 percent higher than in November 
2007 after being up 9 percent in October and 3 per-
cent in September.  

National unemployment rates have been on a clear 
upward trend for almost a year. November’s 6.7 per-
cent U.S. rate was two full percentage points higher 
than November 2007’s 4.7 percent. 

U.S. payroll jobs, the other major indicator of labor 
force health, were down by more than 2 million 
over-the-year in November, a decline of 1.5 percent. 
Payroll jobs in Alaska were up 3,300 over-the-year, 
an increase of 1.1 percent.     

According to Dan Robinson, an economist with the 
Alaska Department of Labor, the state’s growth in 
payroll jobs continues to mark an important differ-
ence between Alaska’s economy and the nation’s.

“One of the main signals that an economy is in re-
cession is the loss of payroll jobs. Alaska’s economy 
has held up well so far in that respect,” Robinson 
said.
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