
Unemployment rate at 6.8 percent in September

Unemployment Rates, Alaska and U.S.
January 2001 to September 2008

Alaska Nonfarm Payroll Employment1

1 Not seasonally adjusted
2 Private education only
3 Government includes public schools, the University of Alaska and federally recognized tribal entities.

Contact: Dan Robinson, Economist (907) 465-6036
Research and Analysis’ Web site: laborstats.alaska.gov

Preliminary Revised Revised     Changes from
9/08 8/08 9/07 8/08 9/07

Total Nonfarm Employment 333,900 341,900 332,300 -8,000 1,600
Natural Resources and Mining 15,500 15,500 14,400 0 1,100
     Oil and Gas 13,100 12,900 11,800 200 1,300
Construction 20,000 20,600 20,200 -600 -200
Manufacturing 15,400 19,800 15,700 -4,400 -300
     Seafood Processing 11,200 15,600 11,500 -4,400 -300
Trade, Transportation and Utilities 66,500 69,400 66,900 -2,900 -400
     Retail Trade 36,800 38,300 36,700 -1,500 100
Information 7,000 7,000 6,900 0 100
Financial Activities 14,800 15,300 15,200 -500 -400
Professional and Business Services 26,900 27,300 26,200 -400 700
Educational 2 and Health Services 36,900 37,400 36,500 -500 400
     Health Care 26,700 27,100 26,500 -400 200
Leisure and Hospitality 35,300 39,100 35,700 -3,800 -400
     Accommodations 10,000 11,900 10,000 -1,900 0
     Food Svcs. and Drinking Places 20,400 22,000 20,800 -1,600 -400
Other Services 11,700 11,700 11,800 0 -100
Government 3 83,900 78,800 82,800 5,100 1,100

Sources for graph and tables: Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, 
Research and Analysis Section; and U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

Unemployment Rates, Seasonally Adjusted

9/08 8/08 9/07
Alaska 6.8% 6.9% 6.3%
U.S. 6.1% 6.1% 4.7%

Alaska’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate 
fell one-tenth of a percentage point in September 
to 6.8 percent, according to the Alaska Depart-
ment of Labor and Workforce Development. 

The rate has been bumping around by statisti-
cally insignifi cant amounts since May without 
showing a clear trend up or down. 

The U.S. unemployment rate was unchanged in 
September at 6.1 percent, a pause in what has 
been a clear upward trend for more than a year. 
The rate has climbed 1.7 percentage points since 
its cyclical low of 4.4 percent in March 2007.  

Alaska’s estimated payroll job count in Septem-
ber was 333,900, an over-the-month decline of 
about 8,000 jobs as the state’s seasonal indus-
tries began to wind down for the year. Seafood 
processing jobs fell by 4,400, accommodations 
by 1,900, food services and drinking places by 
1,600, and retail trade by 1,500.

Partly compensating for the seasonal declines 
was a typical increase in state and local govern-
ment education jobs at the beginning of the aca-
demic school year. 

Alaska continues to show over-the-year job 
growth, although the growth rate appears to have 
slowed slightly. The number of payroll jobs 
grew by 1,600 from September 2007 to this Sep-
tember. The driving force behind most of that 
growth continues to be the oil and gas industry.

By comparison, the number of U.S. payroll jobs 
in September was down nearly 600,000 from 
September 2007. Seasonally adjusted payroll 
job numbers for the country show a decline of 
760,000 jobs from a high point of 138.1 million 
in December 2007.
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