
Unemployment rate at 6.5 percent in January

Unemployment Rates, Alaska and U.S.
January 2001 to January 2008

Alaska Nonfarm Payroll Employment1

1 Not seasonally adjusted
2 Private education only
3 Government includes public schools, the University of Alaska and federally recognized tribal entities.

Contact: Dan Robinson, Economist (907) 465-6036
Research and Analysis’ Web site: almis.labor.state.ak.us

Preliminary Revised Revised     Changes from
1/08 12/07 1/07 12/07 1/07

Total Nonfarm Employment 298,600 303,400 296,300 -4,800 2,300
Natural Resources and Mining 14,000 14,200 12,900 -200 1,100
     Oil and Gas 11,700 11,800 10,900 -100 800
Construction 13,400 15,100 14,300 -1,700 -900
Manufacturing 10,800 6,800 10,800 4,000 0
     Seafood Processing 7,100 2,900 7,100 4,200 0
Trade, Transportation and Utilities 60,400 62,000 59,800 -1,600 600
     Retail Trade 34,700 35,900 34,300 -1,200 400
Information 6,800 6,900 6,900 -100 -100
Financial Activities 14,500 14,700 14,500 -200 0
Professional and Business Services 23,700 24,100 23,200 -400 500
Educational 2 and Health Services 36,600 36,700 36,600 -100 0
     Health Care 26,600 26,700 26,500 -100 100
Leisure and Hospitality 27,300 28,400 26,800 -1,100 500
     Accommodations 6,000 6,400 5,900 -400 100
     Food Svcs. and Drinking Places 17,600 18,200 17,300 -600 300
Other Services 11,200 11,400 11,100 -200 100
Government 3 79,900 83,100 79,400 -3,200 500

Sources for graph and tables: Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, 
Research and Analysis Section; and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

Unemployment Rates, Seasonally Adjusted
January 2008: Alaska   6.5% U.S.   4.9%

December 2007: Alaska   6.3% U.S.   5.0%
January 2007: Alaska   6.1% U.S.   4.6%

Alaska’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate 
rose two-tenths of a percentage point from De-
cember’s revised rate to 6.5 percent in January, 
according to the Alaska Department of Labor and 
Workforce Development. The comparable national 
rate fell one-tenth of a percentage point to 4.9 per-
cent.  

Unemployment rates for both Alaska and the U.S. 
have been gradually rising since early 2007. 

At the regional level, Anchorage/Mat-Su had the 
state’s lowest January rate at 6.3 percent and the 
Southwest region had the highest at 12.4 percent 
(not seasonally adjusted). 

Much higher unemployment rates are sometimes 
cited for rural Alaska, but to be offi cially counted 
as unemployed a person must actively look for a 
job in the relevant month. People who stop look-
ing for work because they don’t believe there are 
jobs available – sometimes called discouraged 
workers – are no longer considered unemployed. 

Payroll jobs in Alaska fell by 4,800 in January as 
construction, seafood processing, retail trade, and 
hotels and restaurants all trimmed seasonal jobs. 
January is typically the state’s least active month 
with a job count as much as 15 percent lower than 
July levels.

A decline of 3,200 government jobs in January 
was due primarily to the winter break for the Uni-
versity of Alaska system.   

From January 2007 to January 2008, Alaska added 
2,300 jobs, led by continued strong growth in the 
oil and gas industry. Construction’s job count was 
down 900 over the year, the only major employ-
ment category to see signifi cant losses over the 
period. 
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